
December 2, 1996          , .

, Lester Snow, Executive Directo~ .-
CalFed Bay/Delta Program ’ i~l:::C 0 6 ~.,
1416 Nin/h Street #It55 , -

.. Sacramento, CA 95814 ., ,

Dear,Lester: . ,

Thank you for Continuing to send me what seems an en~iless s~r~am of
documents relating to the CalFed pro~am. Believe it or not, I read them all, even
though I have not responded before or attended any of the meetings. My reasons are
that without dealing with the matter of San Joaquin River flows below Friant Dam, I
believe the Bay/Delta Agree...ment and the CalFed efforts are. doomed.to failure. I
could not support those efforts, worthythough they may have seemed, .when they
began.              "

I am now more than ever convinced that unless CaWed deals with the fIow and
habitat restoration of the WHOLE San Joaquin t~ver system, immediately and

.. t~ravely, .no real restoration of the Bay/Delta is possible. ’Tink. "ering with the old
’ plumbing system, requiring additiona! makeup flows from the tributary rivers or

,,... ~ building a new engineering solution will only delav the day when the piper must be-
.- paid arid the State Board or the c.0urts force the restoration o.fpublic trust resources

of.the San Joaquin River.                      ,
I reco~maize the r~agrtitude oftt~’e t’agl~ you have madertaken and the wrenching

, idifficulties .of bringing to~ether dispkrate interests in an attempt to come to
" consensus? I deeply reset thatthe pla3;ing field was not and is not level, as in their

.. .naivet~, the environmentalists thought i.t w~s....Had the environmental groups still had
, . som~ sort of regulatory or.lega!, pbwer’on their side,-perhaps thai.would have given

them th~ kii~d of cIout to insist that the Bay/Delta be treated as a, watershed. -Then,
,~/~i they would not have beenforced tS stand~-~~u~-~l--~erests and MET

.,~v~Z/t~i r~ mandatory urbLn or agri;ulturai’-~ater conservational_fail to. deaI with the 1/5-
ll~,~.jl! San J0aquin River flows’that used ~o water the Delta,fly headlong_into Water --"
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,~’ transfer~ without, sufficient consideration~of-thir~I~tk-ty_impacts, re.fuse to co__nsider

i la~nd,._ retirement of seleniferous lands and neglect consideration of public trust issues.
’~ The latest agricultural water conservation document The MOU entitled "Efficient

e , .Water-Management Practices by Agricultural Water Suppliers in California to
~’ !emerge after 6 years of labor by the Department of Water Resources is ~’uly a classic
i example of the "DWR mountain laboring and bringin~h a mouse". The word
iout on the grapev~ report make clear tha~- at alFed is reaching

! an extremely critical moment. It is my judgement that by allowing the ~3ay/Delta to

i~ ~be segmented, rather than using,a watershed approach, the validity of whole Cal Fed
i~process is in jeopardy. Hence this letter.

I would Iike to resl~ectfully re.quest that yofl take a deep breath and try a new
tack. I believe that you are in danger of losing what you have spent go much time
and effort trying to bring about. The State Board appears to be moving along with

..._....3 unaceustomedalacrity to develop the discharge requlrements for the com__~pletion of I[
the~San Luis Drain- some~i~~--~~~W--~er-~-Q~-~lity Control !:
t~oard has alway~ ~poused. Meanwhile, your staff is moving swlfdy towkrds tlae j

..-x r’" --------=_,current version of the Peripheral Canal "lig!at". From the minutes of Ca1 Fed
.: .. [ meetings and the rumors, it appears that out of sheer fi-ustration, you and your staff

¯ / have moved into the vacuum created by the failure of competing interests_ to drop
their litanies and that you are developing solutions for which there is no cIear
consensus. I urge that you adopt a watershed approach for. t..h._e.., w.ho_!e__Ba_y/D_e_!t__a..
system. This includes the enti~e run of the San Joaquin River and the rivers and
streams above the northern dams as wet1. Only in this way will CaIFed live up to the

¯ promises made to the punic on December 15, !994.
I would greatly appreciate your distribution of this letter to your mailing list.

Yours truly,

-
Carla Bard, chairw0 .man State Water Resources ~ontrol Board 1979-1982
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